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KSC BRIEFING 



30 October 1954 



IP SIFO- SOVIET RAIL LIKAS 


The Sino-Sovist joist CMnaaiqse of 11 October 1954 
sBBOttsced that two sew railroads would bo built to link 
the two Communist powers. The first of those, to be eoa> 
pie ted next pear, will provide a route from the Trans- 
Siberian southward across Mongolia for 650 wiles to Forth 
China. The second, which will take longer to build, will 
extend China’s wain East-test line as additional 1,900 
wiles across the remote westers province of Siskins*, con- 
necting with the Soviet Turk-Sib railroad in Central Asia. 

Both for long-range significance and for ambit ious- 
aess of construction, the building of these lines compares 
to the OS pioneering of the transcontinental railroads. 

then completed, the two rail links will provide the 
Bloc with shorter sad were secure inner lines of communi- 
cation to China Proper and eventually to Southeast Asia. 
They will double China's capacity for rail interchange 
with the Bloc and greatly reduce Peiping's vulnerability 
to sea blockade. 

The new lines will bring two kinds of economic 
benefit to the Bloc, first, they will open untouched 
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frontiers of lamer Asia to Soviet mad Chinese exploitation 
and industrial development- oil is Mongolia; eves more dil, 
pins other aiaeral deposits, in Sinkiang. Second, the 
milage saving of the Mongolian line mill mean lower costs, 
quicker delivery and less demand on rolling stock for the 
increasing Sloe trade with China Proper* 

The Mongolia line, the shorter of the two, is sched- 
uled for completion daring 1955. It extends sooth from 
the capital of the Mongolian People* a Republic, Mian Bator, 
through a mountainous region and across the Gobi Desert to 
Chining, on the Peiping-Suijjjan Railroad* Soviet construe- 

Vvou$ 

tien from the nor th^ reached Sayn Shanda, site of a new 
Soviet oil development* The Chinese, working from the 
south, have laid 119 miles of track towards the border 
town of frhlien, where winter construction quarters have 
been established* Is view of the comparatively easy 
terrain ahead, the 1955 target date for closing the gap 
seems realistic. 

The Soviet section of this line is broad gauge <5*>, 
while the Chinese construction is believed to be stand- 
ard gauge (4*8§ w ). la consequence, a transloading yard 
must be built, but its location is not yot known* 
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Capacity »f ttoo iMgoUt Um, ijm is 
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(*OflftSl iiwflifi, AS Opposed to CBIMitl, Will fee i**«l 

T»»»tl fey tbs IM|»U« Um will aawo ns ailM 
owor ttoo proaoat ailoago. ftoia tnUtioMl 

root* (Trasa-Sitooriaa to otpor/IttMlwU aad Uao&co oa Uw 
ttuelmrltB aaiallso)wlll coat ion# to too ttoo aoat airoct 
row to Crow ttoo etosft to Ctoiaa'a iadsatrial mttrc la 
Maacburia. Ttoo aorw 41m! routs of ttoo Boasolia Um, 
toowowor, will aafee it ttoo aajer artery for trad# tootwooa 
ttos BSai mad Cbiaa Proper. 
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ttoaa 4 89 walla bars taws dr i Hod to da to 






l 


Ttoo Hold aay owoatsally 
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The Sinklftag reflate, three tines longer then the 
Kongo 1 la line, could possibly be completed by I960, The 
Soviet section is to be built eastward 185 miles from 
Alma Ata to the Chinese border. Work on this seetioa mas 
announced to be commencing on 24 October. Although Soviet 
responsibility for construction nominally ends at the bor- 
der, it is possible that the 6888 might baild farther, thus 
speeding completion of the link-up. Chinese construction, 
northwestward from Lanchou , has already advanced more than 
200 miles, through the most difficult terrain^ on ths route 
During the winter of 1953-54, a 37-mile stretch was driven 
through the rugged 10,900 foot Vu Bsiao Idag range, and 
the line had advanced to open desert hy July 1954, For the 
remainder of the route, the terrain will present fewer dif- 
ficulties, me line will probably reach TUmea (China’s 
largest present oilfield, in Kansu province} by 1956, 

While some details of route alignment are lacking, 
the railroad will pass through Slukiaag's capital, Orumchi, 
sad through the new and very rich petroleum center of Vasa, 
Thence, it Is expected to cross a break in the mountains 
to the agriculturally rich 111 Elver valley and reach the 
border, 
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As tlth tbs fttsxffolia lias, the assist ssstl s» of 
tills ssstsrs lias is bread gangs sad tbs Chiseae asc- 
tiaa stsadard. Tbs trassieadlag peist is Mt yet has mm. 
Capacity, spss esqtlfUea, is estlaste«i st tse to 
tbrae sillies toss «tel *t| insiUf C itfo l traffic sill 
proltlljr fee loss). 

Tie hiakiaag lie* sill ttlMlftt* sspleltatlea of 
sissrsl resource# Is Kameu mm* Siaktaag. Tbs fuses f isles, 
•sss os s bools of it§4 production, ess fsrsisb s siaias t a 
of 34$, its * 430,000 toss of pstrolsss traffic s year, 
far sere taper taat for tbs future is tbs 9sss deeeiopaeat 
sad tbs satire dstasgaris Basis, where potential pstrolsss 
resources are eat lasted to be a*a*c tbe greatest is the 
eerli - comparable to tbe ?el§*~tral fields. Is addition, 
Siikluf eeatata# sissble siseral deposits (including 
tasgstea aad mrasisa is the eaaagarla Basis) • 

While tbe welsae ef Bloc through traffic os this line 
is expected to he Mall st first, esp lei tat ion of these 
saw aster isle and the export of Hiakiaag oil to the OSS* 
sill undoubtedly s s paa d trsSe la tbs area* 
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la naaaary, collation a* t ha two mm t SlaMtovUt 
nilw#4 u#k> rapraaaat a MMUmll* Mkimtet 
far bat* Chin* aa4 ifea 0£3fi. strategically, th* capabil- 
ifcy of Ik* c&laaaa rii Imd aystaa to mciv« afrlfmawta 
fm Soviet railroad* will be approximately doable* mod 
tfe* USM« IfeUMlvt*, will ta 1m« ftlMrtkU, 
eall7 # aiaaral-rieb areas will fee apeae* «j» aatf tniMcrt 
l.i fee el ga l £ leant ly reduced, t fetes at I salat Amt 

trade* Politically, remote araaa a£ Cfeiaa - 
hitherto isolate* iMfrapkltal 1 y and adsiaie tret Aval? jFOifi 
* alii Ba lit* sere firmly to caatral goy«ros*ot 

control • 
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